Spexhall Parish Council

Minutes Meeting of the Parish Council Thursday July 23rd 2026 Village Hall, Spexhall at 7pm


Present:  

 Cllr. N. Roper, Cllr. L. Sharman, Cllr. I. Bowmer, Cllr. C. Thompson (Chair) arrived later.

Also Present

Michelle Mason, Clerk (MM)



1) Apologies: Apologies received from Cllr. A.Coles and Cllr. D. Carter


2) To receive and Declarations of Interest and confirm all members have reviewed their Declarations of Interest Forms: No declarations of interest

3) Requests for Dispensations: None

4) To receive a report from the County and District Councillors: No report received. MM will check if Councillors need reminding of meetings.

5) Public Session: No members of the public present

6) To confirm the minutes of the meeting of June 5th 2026: Minutes confirmed and signed.

7) To review progress in each section of the Council Action Plan:

Road Safety: There was an accident on the A144 on July 22nd and the road was closed for six hours. Cllr. Bowmer would like to see average speed cameras in place. Police cars seem to go excessively fast through the village. Cllr. Roper has asked for speed cameras in the past but was told the incident rate wasn’t high so it wasn’t classed as a priority. There has now been a cyclist killed and an accident with a motorcyclist. Cllr. Sharman wrote to the Chief Constable a couple of years ago and was told it wasn’t a priority and there was nothing she could do. 
There is also a problem with people overtaking. There is a community hand held speed gun and some signs. MM to check with Paul Widdowson to see if he has the signs. The mobile speed camera is in the village sometimes, but it always seems to be the same time and not when the speeding is at its worst. Cllr. Sharman will try again to request the speed camera be in place at different times.

Communications: Nothing to report

Accessibility: Nothing to report
       	
        Events: There is a dog show on 29th August

        Good Governance: Nothing to report

       Planning: Planning application DC/26/2200/FUL (rear extension to a property in 
       Stone Street) has been responded to with no objections.
	
        Emergency Planning: Nothing to report



8) Highways and Speeding: Cllr. Sharman will apply again for Quiet Lanes as there is a new administration now and more funding may be available. Cllr. Thompson received an email from a member of the public expressing concern about the speeding through the village. MM will check with PW about the signs for the Community Speed Watch. 

9) Bus Stop: Cllr. Carter was looking after this but now has work commitments which involve travelling. Cllr. Roper suggested asking for a remote update and offering to take this on if he needs help. 


10) Road Sign Cleaning: Will await an update from Cllr. Thompson.


11) Defibrillator: The batteries have been changed but the new pads sent through were the wrong ones. Cllr. Thompson was going to order new ones. Cllr. Sharman raised the possibility of a defibrillator in the Noller’s Lane phone box. It was agreed a while ago. There is currently no power, but defibrillators are available that don’t need a mains supply. Cllr. Sharman will check if the power supply could be reinstated. 

12) Planning Matters: As above
13) Lion Link: There doesn’t seem to have been much consultation on this project before now. An email was sent from Cllr. Robin Sanders noting that Suffolk County Council has not approached town or parish councils about the impact on their communities and East Suffolk Council has only approached a few. Cllr. Bowmer suggested putting the information on the website so people can react. 
Cllr. Thompson arrived at 7.39
Cllr. Sharman will make enquiries about raising an objection. 
14) Clerk’s Report: Paul Widdowson has forwarded a letter about the re-declaration of pensions. This was previously dealt with by Cllr. LeLean and was passed to Cllr. Thompson.  
Local Plan poster: MM has put a copy in the Noller’s Lane phone box but has no key to the rest of the notice boards. Cllr. Sharman will put a copy on the Village Hall notice board and Cllr. Thompson will put one on the website. 
Halesworth and District Museum have asked for a donation of £100. It was agreed to give £50 if they send an invoice. 

Proposed: Cllr. Thompson, Seconded: Cllr. Roper

A few points have been highlighted in the audit. MM has produced a new risk assessment. The Internal Control Statement will need to be re dated and signed off. MM has printed a Contract of Employment. Cllr. Thompson will look at this. 


15) a) Financial Report:
   
 Balances as at 30th June 2026: Current Account £9321.19
                                                   Deposit Account £13079.37

         b) Receipts and Payments: 
          Cllr. Thompson has paid £370 to Suffolk Pear Space for Domain Registration,   Mailbox, hosting and support and website updates (not included in the balance above).
Invoices have been received from SALC for the internal audit and Cllr. Sharman for the BBQ. MM passed Cllr. Thompson a payslip. 
Other business
Cllr. Roper went over some points that Cllr. Thompson missed. Cllr. Thompson will check situation with Cllr. Carter as there is a limit of three missed meetings by a Councillor. 
The correct defibrillator pads are on back order. The defibrillator will work but the pads are out of date. Cllr. Thompson will chase them up. 
 Cllr.Thompson will check if he has the Community Speed Watch signs as Cllr. LeLean passed a box of things to him when he left. He will look at the data from the SID to check if the speeding has got worse. 
Cllr. Thompson will have to step down as he has a new job and there may be a conflict of interest. He will stay until a replacement has been found.
Cllr. Bowmer has received a complaint about the dog waste bin on the football field. It is overgrown with brambles. It is not certain whose responsibility it is as it is on private land. Cllr. Thompson is going to cut the growth around a sign near there so could do it himself. 
Cllr. Thompson will arrange for MM to have access to bank accounts. Cllr. Roper had an email from Cllr. LeLean in 2025 to say that the Councillors should have access to the bank account on the banking app, but he hasn’t. Cllr. Thompson will send him details so he can set this up. 
16) To decide the date and receive agenda items for the next Parish Council Meeting. Next meeting 3rd September 7pm


Meeting closed: 8.17
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